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SECRETRABAT5081 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, MO, SP, SS 

SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA 

1 . LATE LAST NIGHT SPANISH AMBASSADOR ALFREDO GOMERO CALLED 
ME ON TELEPHONE IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS RETURN FROM LONG DAY IN 
MARRAKECH SPENT IN COMPANY OF SPANISH MINISTER AND SPECIAL 
ENVOY JOSE SOLIA. 

2. AMBASSADOR SAID THAT IN VIEW IMMINENT ARRIVAL ASST SECY 
ATHERTON HE WANTED ME TO KNOW THAT CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN KING 
AND SOLIS, WHICH HE ATTENDED, "WERE EXTREMELY POSITIVE, 

DEEPLY REALISTIC AND FULL OF POSSIBILITIES. " HE WAS THEREEORE 
MUCH MORE OPTIMISTIC THAN HE HAD BEEN PREVIOUS DAY (RABAT 5046). 

3. I ASKED HIM WHETHER THIS MEANT THAT SOLIS HAD BEEN SUCCESSEUL 
IN HIS REPORTED ATTEMPT TO HAVE KING POSTPONE MARCH. AMBASSADOR, 
ANSWERING BY CIRCUMLOCUTION NECESSITATED BY OPEN TELEPHONE 
LINE, GAVE ME THE IMPRESSION THAT IMMEDIATE RESULTS WERE NOT 

SO MUCH POSTPONEMENT AS INTRODUCTION NEW CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING 
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4. I ASKED AMBASSADOR WHETHER SOLIS MISYION HAD BEEN DECIDED 
AETER ERANCO'S ILLNESS HAD OCCURRED. AMBASSADOR RESPONDED 

IN THE AFEIRMATIVE AND IMPLIED THAT THIS ACTION REPRESENTS POLICY 
OP MEN NOW IN CHARGE IN MADRID. 

5. I EXPRESSED GRATIPICATION TO VERY TIRED AMBASSADOR AND 
REMARKED THAT ANY PURTHER DETAILS COULD BE VERY HELPPUL TO ASST 
SECY ATHERTON ESPECIALLY IP THEY REACHED HIM PRIOR TO AUDIENCE 
WITH KING. AMBASSADOR RESPONDED THAT HE PULLY UNDERSTOOD BUT 
IN VIEW OP PACT THAT SOLIS WAS JUST THEN REPORTING TO SPANISH 
CABINET HE FELT CONSTRAINED NOT TO GO PURTHER BUT WOULD SEE WHAT 
MIGHT BE POSSIBLE. IT IS MY IMPRESSION THAT HE WILL SEEK GUIDANCE 
PROM MADRID. 



6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH CONCRETE CONTENTS OP ABOVE RATHER 
GENERAL I HAVE HIGH REGARD POR GOMERO WHOSE PERCEPTION OP 
LOCAL SITUATION AND WHOSE IDEAS FOR MOROCCAN-SPANISH RELATIONS 
CLOSELY PARALLE MINE. HE HAS BEEN PRIME ADVOCATE IN MADRID 

OP EARLY SPANISH-MOROCCAN AGREEMENT. I THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT 
HIS IMPRESSIONS ARE LIKELY TO BE ACCURATE. (NOTE: THIS DESPITE FACT 
THAT BBC THIS MORNING QUOTED MADRID SOURCES AS SAYING SOLIS 
MISSION DESIGNED STOP MARCH). HOPEFULLY WE WILL LEARN MORE 
IN MARRAKECH LATER TODAY OR POSSIBLY BEFORE. 

7. UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES AND UNCERTAINTIES CREATED BY 
ERANCO'S ILLNESS IT WOULD SEEM HELPFUL IF FURTHER SECURITY COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS COULD BE DELAYED UNTIL SITUATION PURTHER CLARIPIED. 
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